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 Dr. Surinder Kumar Vasal is an accomplished Maize Breeder, Geneticist and 
Millennium World Food Prize Laureate. 

2. Born on 12  April, 1938 and grew up in Amritsar, Dr. Vasal completed his university  th

education and academic degrees from various institutes in India including Ph.D from Indian 
Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi. His professional career started in Himachal 
Agriculture Department where he served as Assistant Botanist Maize cum Assistant Professor. 
In 1967, he took up his first foreign assignment with Rockefeller Foundation Agricultural 
Program in Thailand as Research Associate and conducted research on maize. He was one of 
the key players to develop Suwan-1, a most popular variety even today in the world and 
identified resistance to Curvularia lunata and its inheritance.

3. Dr. Vasal moved to Mexico in 1970 as a post-doctoral fellow at the International Center  
for Maize and Wheat Improvement (CIMMYT) and later he was promoted as Senior Maize 
Scientist. He made significant contributions to the development of agronomically acceptable 
Quality Protein Maize (QPM) cultivars for varied maize production environments. In 1984, he 
was assigned a hybrid maize development program at CIMMYT and also served as maize 
program germplasm coordinator. In 1991, as coordinator of lowland tropical maize program of 
CIMMYT, his team released the first set of 58 tropical and 42 subtropical lines as CMLs. In 
1994, an additional 62 tropical white and yellow lines and 55 QPM lines were announced as 
CMLs. In 1997, he was the first scientist to be promoted to the rank of Distinguished Scientist 
and was given a new role as Team Leader of the Asian Regional Maize Program of CIMMYT in 
Thailand. He developed sources of resistance to downy mildew, strengthened hybrid research 
activities and coordinated the Tropical Asian Maize Network (TAMNET). He has registered 12 
hybrid oriented source populations, 24 white lines and 21 yellow lines in Crop Science journal 
and published 14 book chapters and 150 research papers. He has trained many post-doctoral 
fellows, visiting scientists and conducted in-country training courses on hybrid. He is a fellow 
of many scientific societies in India and abroad.

4. Dr. Vasal has received many awards such as recipient of International Service in Crop  
Science Award, International Service in Agronomy Award, Crop Science Society Presidential 
Award, Chinese Friendship Award and Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Award for Leadership in 
Agriculture from TAAS. He in conjunction with Dr. Evangelina Villegas were Awarded 2000 
World Food Prize by the World Food Prize Foundation. He has received honorary doctor of 
science degrees from IARI, PAU and JNKVV.
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 M‚- lqfjUæ dqekj okly fl)gLr eôk çtud] vkuqokaf'kdhfon~ vkSj feysfu;e foÜo [kk| iqjLdkj fotsrk 
gSaA

2-  12 vçSy] 1938 dks tUes  vkSj ve`rlj esa iys&c<+s M‚- okly us viuh mPp f'k{kk vkSj 'kSf{kd fMfxz;ka Hkkjr ]
ds fofHkUu laLFkkuksa ls gkfly dh] ftlesa Hkkjrh; —f"k vuqlaèkku laLFkku] uÃ fnYyh ls ih,pMh Hkh 'kkfey gSA 
mudk çksQs'kuy dfj;j fgekpy —f"k foHkkx ls 'kq: gqvk] tgka mUgksaus lgk;d eôk ouLifr'kkL=h lg lgk;d 
çksQslj ds :i esa dk;Z fd;kA o"kZ 1967 esa] mUgksaus FkkÃySaM esa j‚dQsyj QkmaMs'ku ,xzhdYpj çksxzke ds lkFk fjlpZ 
,lksfl,V ds :i esa fons'k esa viuk igyk vlkbuesaV 'kq: fd;k vkSj eDds ij vuqlaèkku fd;kA lqoku&1] tks vkt 
Hkh nqfu;k esa lcls yksdfç; fdLe gS] dks fodflr djus esa mudh vxz.kh Hkwfedk jgh vkSj doqZyfj;k yqukVk ds çfr 
çfrjksèkdrk dh igpku dhA 

3-  o"kZ 1970 esa] M‚- okly baVjus'kuy lsaVj Q‚j est+ ,aM OghV baçwoesaV ¼lhvkÃ,e,eokÃVh½ esa iksLV&M‚DVjy 
Qsyks ds :i esa eSfDldks pys x,] tgka ckn esa mUgsa ofj"B eôk oSKkfud ds in ij inksUur fd;k x;kA mUgksaus 
fofHkUu eôk mRiknu okrkoj.kksa ds fy, —f"k esa Lohdk;Z xq.koRrk okys çksVhu est+ ¼D;wih,e½ fdLeksa ds fodkl esa 
egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku fn;kA o"kZ 1984 esa] mUgsa lhvkÃ,e,eokÃVh esa ,d gkbfczM eôk fodkl dk;ZØe 'kq: djus dh  
ftEesnkjh lkSaih xÃ vkSj mUgksaus eDdk dk;ZØe teZIykT+e leUo;d ds :i esa Hkh dk;Z fd;kA o"kZ 1991 esa] 
lhvkÃ,e,eokÃVh ds eSnkuh m".k dfVoaèkh; eDdk dk;ZØe ds leUo;d ds :i esa] mudh Vhe us lh,e,y ds :i 
esa 58 Vª‚fidy vkSj 42 lcVª‚fidy ykbuksa dk igyk lsV tkjh fd;kA o"kZ 1994 esa vfrfjDr 62 Vª‚fidy 'osr vkSj 
ihyh ykbuksa vkSj 55 D;wih,e ykbuksa dks lh,e,y ?kksf"kr fd;k x;kA o"kZ 1997 esa] fof'k"V oSKkfud ds in ij 
inksUur gksus okys og igys oSKkfud Fks vkSj mUgsa FkkbySaM esa lhvkÃ,e,eokÃVh ds ,f'k;u jhtuy est+ çksxzke ds 
Vhe yhMj ds :i esa uÃ Hkwfedk nh xÃA mUgksaus Mkmuh QQwan ds çfrjksèk ds lzksr fodflr fd,] gkbfczM vuqlaèkku 
xfrfofèk;ksa dks etcwr fd;k vkSj Vª‚fidy ,f'k;u est+ usVodZ ¼VSeusV½ dk leUo; fd;kA mUgksaus us Ø‚i lkbal 
tuZy esa 12 gkbfczM vksfj,aVsM lkslZ i‚iqys'ku] 24 OgkbV ykbu vkSj 21 ;syks ykbu jftLVj fd, gSa vkSj 14 iqLrd 
vè;k; vkSj 150 vuqlaèkku i= çdkf'kr fd, gSaA mUgksaus dÃ iksLV&M‚DVjy Qsyks] foftÇVx oSKkfudksa dks çf'kf{kr 
fd;k gS vkSj gkbfczM ij ns'k esa çf'k{k.k ikBîØe lapkfyr fd, gSaA Hkkjr vkSj fons'kksa esa dÃ oSKkfud lfefr;ksa ds 
Qsyks gSaA 

4-  M‚- okly] dks baVjus'kuy lÆol bu Ø‚i lkbal iqjLdkj] baVjus'kuy lÆol bu ,xzksu‚eh iqjLdkj] Ø‚i 
lkbal lkslk;Vh çslhMsaf'k;y iqjLdkj] pkbuht ÝsaMf'ki vokMZ vkSj Vh,,,l ls —f"k esa usr`Ro ds fy, M‚- ,e ,l 
LokehukFku iqjLdkj fey pqds gSaA oYMZ Q+wM çkbt+ Q+kmaMs'ku }kjk mUgsa M‚- bokatsfyuk foysxkl ds lkFk 2000 dk 
foÜo [kk| iqjLdkj fn;k x;kA mUgsa vkÃ,vkjvkÃ] ih,;w vkSj ts,udsohoh ls ekun M‚DVj v‚Q+ lkbal dh fMxzh 
feyh gSA  
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