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DR. SURINDER KUMAR VASAL

Dr. Surinder Kumar Vasal is an accomplished Maize Breeder, Geneticist and
Millennium World Food Prize Laureate.

2. Born on 12" April, 1938 and grew up in Amritsar, Dr. Vasal completed his university
education and academic degrees from various institutes in India including Ph.D from Indian
Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi. His professional career started in Himachal
Agriculture Department where he served as Assistant Botanist Maize cum Assistant Professor.
In 1967, he took up his first foreign assignment with Rockefeller Foundation Agricultural
Program in Thailand as Research Associate and conducted research on maize. He was one of
the key players to develop Suwan-1, a most popular variety even today in the world and
identified resistance to Curvularia lunata and its inheritance.

3. Dr. Vasal moved to Mexico in 1970 as a post-doctoral fellow at the International Center
for Maize and Wheat Improvement (CIMMYT) and later he was promoted as Senior Maize
Scientist. He made significant contributions to the development of agronomically acceptable
Quality Protein Maize (QPM) cultivars for varied maize production environments. In 1984, he
was assigned a hybrid maize development program at CIMMYT and also served as maize
program germplasm coordinator. In 1991, as coordinator of lowland tropical maize program of
CIMMYT, his team released the first set of 58 tropical and 42 subtropical lines as CMLs. In
1994, an additional 62 tropical white and yellow lines and 55 QPM lines were announced as
CMLs. In 1997, he was the first scientist to be promoted to the rank of Distinguished Scientist
and was given a new role as Team Leader of the Asian Regional Maize Program of CIMMYT in
Thailand. He developed sources of resistance to downy mildew, strengthened hybrid research
activities and coordinated the Tropical Asian Maize Network (TAMNET). He has registered 12
hybrid oriented source populations, 24 white lines and 21 yellow lines in Crop Science journal
and published 14 book chapters and 150 research papers. He has trained many post-doctoral
fellows, visiting scientists and conducted in-country training courses on hybrid. He is a fellow
of many scientific societies in India and abroad.

4. Dr. Vasal has received many awards such as recipient of International Service in Crop
Science Award, International Service in Agronomy Award, Crop Science Society Presidential
Award, Chinese Friendship Award and Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Award for Leadership in
Agriculture from TAAS. He in conjunction with Dr. Evangelina Villegas were Awarded 2000
World Food Prize by the World Food Prize Foundation. He has received honorary doctor of
science degrees from IARI, PAU and JNKVV.
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2. 12 3791, 1938 DI ST, AR TR H Uol—dg SI. IAe o 370U+ oo f21eT AR e fSRrar 9ra
ITABT AHIAe BRI ZAES BN fIHRT A Y 3T, ST8T S/ AsRID Hepl T IRURIeE 98 Aerd
MHIR B wT H B HAT| 99 1967 H, SBIT ATsors H NhPBoR BISSIT THibeaR WUTH & a1 Rad
THIRIGE & w4 H IS H 3701 Ugell SRS HE Y% (haT iR Add UR [ T | gari—1, I 31Tl
A1 ST H Fe AS IO [ ©, BT [ABRAd a1 H ! 3ol et R8T 3R HdaRar JATeT & ufd
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3. I 1970 H, Sf. IRIA SIS HexX BR 79 US 1T YA (MRASUATHATSC) H URE—<fdeva
Bl & ®U H HfRID! Tl Y, ST8T 91 H S2 IR HeT IS & g R YaI=Id (a1 AT | S+ai
A= #ep1 IcuTeH arareRvl & forg HiY § wWerd [orac arel WS A9 (RUIGH) fhel & faard
Hedyul ANTET AT | 99 1984 H, I8 HIBMSTATHATSC! H Udh BISiSe Hepl (AT HIAhHA Y& B bl
RTer |ift 75 3R S=I1 Add! BRIBGH STHSH JH<add & wd § 9 S fhar| av 1991 ¥,
HRTSTHTHATS ST & HaTH! S9T Bfcaely Hadh] BRIHH & THadd & ©J H, 90! <H - HITATH & w4
H 58 SifUdhdl 3R 42 AIS U ATSHI BT Ugall e SN fhar | a9 1994 # AfaIRaT 62 SifUder 3dd IR
Urefl S8 IR 55 RIUITH A1 Bl HIYHTe GIfd far | 99 1997 #, fafre denfe & g =
UGI~Td 819 dTcl I8 Ul A= o 3R I8 ATgois H WRMSUHUHATSS! & URRIA 5o #al U™ &
M SIS} & WU H 78 AT <1 T3 | IBI7 SIS+ Bhha & URIY & Ad [dafid fhy, gsfis srgda
TfAfARRT ®1 Aot BT IR St TR 39 Acds (CATIe) & F9-ad fhar | I=8I9 A Hiu |rsd
ST H 12 BISS ATRTCS A/ UIYeleM, 24 BTgC TS 31X 21 Yl olTg TR fHU B 3R 14 T&id
3TEATY 3R 150 STHET T YBR[V & | S8 B URC—Siderel B!, fAfSfeT d=if-et o1 ufriera
forar 8 iR eTsfas o <1 # ufdreror urewsmy Hanferd fhv € | ¥Rd iR fagwr # w3 dsnfve Aot &
Bl 2 |
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